FAITH  AND   CREDULITY

will approach it in the true scientific spirit, weigh-
ing the probabilities, clearing up the discrepancies,
and seeking verification. He will ask how far do
the occurrences narrated square with the world of
human experience? What was the type of mind,
credulous or incredulous, realistic or imaginative ?
What were the current beliefs and expectations ?
How far does the imperfect knowledge of the times
crop out in the narrative ? How far do the current
superstitions crop out ? For instance, we see here in
the Gospel writings a belief in angels, or supernatu-
ral human beings, and in demoniacal possessions
cropping out. Has the subsequent experience of
mankind confirmed or dissipated the belief in these
things ? We see in Matthew's narrative the belief
that the dead sometimes come forth from their
graves and walk abroad and appear to men, and
that they choose darkness rather than light; we nee
the belief that dead saints and worthy persons may
come back to earth, and we see everywhere an un-
questioning belief in the reality of what we call
miracles, or physical results brought about by other
than physical means. Do these things agree* with
the rest of our knowledge? If not, IH the proof of
them commensurate with their exceptional char-
acter ?

John Locke stated the truth about this matter of
faith and reason two hundred years ago,

" There being many things/* he sayn, **each of inductive research.
